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I am going back at last, to join my dear wife and those who are
left at home ; but friendships made, as I have been blessed with,
are not lightly thrown aside and cannot be broken, even for a
time, without the greatest regrets and sorrow.
I trust, however, that the days are yet to come when all is over,
and through whatever bunkers I may have to hack my way, with
" blood, tears, and sweat," that some of us at least will be spared
to meet again somewhere, to renew these past immeasurably happy
days.
This vision for me, however, will never be completed, if I do
not find myself once again as your partner, on the first tee—some-
where. . . .
Never again will I experience two and a half years of life among
a circle of friends of all nationalities most of whom are guarding
their tongues against their neighbours.
My life in the future will be bounded by a circle of friends (the
most remarkable in the world) one meets in the compass of a war-
ship ; friends whose hundreds of minds must burn with a single
flame, a single thought, a single aim.
To light that flame will be my work. Among those friends,
the value of devotion and respect and unswerving loyalty, which is
so essential to great achievements in every walk of life, has to be
put to the highest tests of human endurance—in hours of battle.
To you, Mr. Grew, I owe a debt of gratitude which I can never
repay.
You have added to my store, and I have had before me in Tokyo,
a shining example and ideal, of how that flame can be lit and can
be kept alive, whereby there is no ideal which cannot be attained,
or any battle which cannot but be won.
And so, with my sincerest wishes to Mrs. Grew, and with my
highest respect, and gratitude for your friendship, may I say with
all sincerity and affection, my dear Mr. Grew,
Au Revoir.
VICHY YIELDS THE INDO-CHINA BASES TO JAPAN
July 25, 1941
We now learn that the official spokesman in Vichy announced on
the a4th that a request had been presented by Japan to occupy bases
at strategic points in Indo-China; he said that negotiations were
going on both at Vichy and Hanoi arid that there had been no
ultimatum from Japan nor any German pressure. He added that
arrangements would be made within the scope of the Franco-
Japanese agreement of August 30, 1940, and that no inconvenience
in temporarily extending the military agreement with Japan was
seen so long as there was to be no change in French sovereignty
over Indo-China and so long as no territorial demands were made
by Japan.

